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Recollections: The Ladies Auxiliary of the Arrowsic Fire Department    
 

During the war years (World War 2) most of the men of Arrowsic worked out of town, mostly at Bath Iron Works. This 

left the island town with almost no men during the day. The women had to learn to make do without their men until 

they returned. 
 

The ladies had learned how to handle a grass fire by helping burn fields of grass with the men. If a fire got out of 

control during the day when the men were at work, the ladies were on it almost immediately. 
 

The Ladies Auxiliary of the Arrowsic Fire Department was formed. (The Fire Department was not yet formed.) This 

shows you that the ladies were in favor of a Fire Department. 

 

Some of the Ladies said they had served on committees with men who wouldnôt let the Ladies have any say and 

suggested we ban men from the Ladies Auxiliary. There was a no vote for allowing men in our committee. (There was 

only one man who asked to join.) The Firemen and all the other men in town were plenty willing to help the Ladies 

raise money for the Fire Department. 
 

To get more water at a fire scene we, the Auxiliary, bought an old oil truck, and the men replaced the pump and hose. 

The work was done by the mechanically inclined in the department. Then we bought an old fire truck from 

Georgetown, and we were in business. 
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Air view of Kennebec River and Spinney Mill, September 22, 1968. 

Dragging operation for missing plane with two aboard, Joey Lawrence and 

Neil Robichaud. 

Hugh Eisenhaur took the back seat out of a Volkswagen Beetle to make room for the Indian Pumps and tools. This 

helped get the water back into the woods.  
 

He also donated the lot for the Fire House. Most of the labor was donated to build it. 
 

George Stafford was a volunteer fireman at the Bath Iron Works and was aware when B.I.W. was upgrading in their 

department so could buy the discard items for little or nothing. 
 

Early on, Arrowsic hired its fire protection from the surrounding towns. Thatôs when we decided that we could reduce 

the cost of fire protection by fighting some of the fires ourselves; the bigger towns would fold up and go home and let 

Arrowsic clean up after a fire as soon as our department learned the ropes. 
 

I, Milly Stafford, came to town in January 1943. We had a telephone (8 on 10 party line) but no electricity. We didnôt 

get that until fall of 1946. 
 

The old ArrowsicïWoolwich bridge that connected Georgetown and Arrowsic to the mainland was starting to show her 

age and was open to one lane of traffic at a time, and people were starting to complain. We got a new bridge in a new 

position in 1952. 
 

We moved the Town Hall from 

down on Old Stage Road by the 

church up to its present location in 

1949. 
 

The Auxiliary held square dances, 

card parties, Halloween parties at 

the Hall, and rented it out for 

private parties and so forth. The 

Hall was so much handier up here 

[on Rt. 127] than it was down on 

the Old Stage Road with its narrow, 

crooked, dirt road. 
 

Besides raising money and fighting 

fires, the members of the Auxiliary 

made luncheons for the firemen on 

fires. Then there was the plane 

crash. And the Ladies turned out 

with luncheons for the whole crew. 

The Ladies Aux. looked for the two 

men who went down with the plane. 

We looked on the island, for we 

didnôt know for sure if the plane 

went in the Kennebec. If the men 

were on the land, they might be 

alive. When the search went to the 

Kennebec, the Ladies joined the 

firemen in dragging for the bodies 

from small boats. 

back to top                 -- Submitted by Mildred Stafford, Town Historian 

 

To read Millyôs story in her own handwriting and see a larger version of the photograph below, please go 

to:  http://arrowsic.org/history/milly-kennebec-complete.pdf. 

  

http://arrowsic.org/history/milly-kennebec-complete.pdf
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Historical Record: Moving the Town Hall     

 

While looking through an old scrapbook of local news clippings, Michael Kreindler discovered an article regarding 

moving the town hall in 1949, as recollected above by Milly Stafford. 

 

back to top  

  

Milly Stafford surrounded by younger Arrowsic residents 

Al Miller telling Foxôs story with Millyôs assistance. 

 

Pressing cider at the Fall Festival. 
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2015 Fall Festival: A Big Success     

 

This year the Fall Festival was on an afternoon in early November. It was a super 

sunny, nice Sunday. We all had a great time. There were a ton of awesome activities, 

such as the great idea of the apple press, the super cool, huge Jenga and so much 

more. There were crafts to do like play-dough making, bird houses and bird feeders 

and the stamping was great! Mr. Miller told a story about a silly fox. Both kids and 

adults where cracking up! 

 

The community all pitched in with bringing snacks. I made some brownies. There 

were some sugar cookies, pretzels, chips and popcorn! My family and I brought corn 

hole (the bean bag toss game), Kathleen Mary was doing blood pressure screenings, 

there was a slack line, and even a photo booth! We hope to see you next year!  

 

             -- Submitted by Hazel Smith, age 10   

 

 

 

A big ñTHANK YOUò to everyone who came out to support Arrowsic's Fall 

Festival this year! To those of you who hosted an activity, thank you for 

supplying the necessary materials, creativity, and good will to make the 

afternoon a success. To those of you who arrived as guests, thank you for giving 

us your time, attention, and welcome participation to make it all worthwhile. In 

an area where neighbors are spread out, it was lovely to come together and 

celebrate our special community.  

                  

back to top                                                  --The Arrowsic Education Committee 

 
 

 

 

Squirrel Point Light : Update on Funding for Upkeep and Preservation   

 

Many Arrowsic residents hike the sometimes rough half-mile 

trail from the end of Bald Head Road to Squirrel Point 

Lighthouse (SPL).  SPL is one of four navigational aids dating 

back to 1898 along the Kennebec's 11-mile stretch from Popham 

to Bath.  SPL and its sister lights at Perkins Island (visible 

downriver), the Kennebec River Range Lights and Doubling 

Point Light (three to four miles upriver), were built from the 

same master plan and originally had identical Victorian-style 

keepers' quarters, boathouses and frame barns.  SPL's keepers 

used the landing across the river in Phippsburg as their primary 

point of access.  The light was fully automated in 1979, when its 

fifth-order Fresnel lens, now at the museum at Portland Head 

Light, was replaced by a modern optic.  In 2008, the light's power 

was converted from electric to solar, and its foghorn, rendered 

obsolete by modern GPS equipment, was disconnected. 

 

Listed on the National Historic Register in 1988, Squirrel Point has long been a popular spot not only for lighthouse 

enthusiasts and historians, but for artists, photographers, striper fishermen, clammers, hikers, birdwatchers, kayakers, 

and picnickers.  In 1996, following enactment of the Maine Lights Program, SPL was transferred by the U.S. Coast 

Guard to a private organization, Squirrel Point Associates (SPA), under a deed requiring that the property be used for 

public benefit and maintained according to provisions of the National Historic Preservation Act.  In 2002, our non-

Hazel with mother Katherine and 

brother Avery (plus Scarecrows). 

The Arrowsic Education Committee 
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profit preservation group, Citizens for Squirrel Point (CSP), filed suit 

in Federal Court to activate the reversion clause in Squirrel Point's 

deed on the grounds that SPA had failed to honor these requirements.  

The Court ruled in CSP's favor in 2005, and ownership of SPL 

reverted to the Coast Guard.  There followed an interim stewardship 

by the Chewonki Foundation.  As of 2016, the Coast Guard remains 

the property owner, but has granted CSP a new open-ended license to 

"provid(e) ingress and egress to the site for the benefit of the 

public...and all purposes consistent with the repair and maintenance 

of the facility." 

 

CSP's mission is to safeguard the Squirrel Point Light facility and 

grounds and public enjoyment thereof.  Our urgent priority is to 

stabilize the structures which have suffered continual neglect in the decades since SPL was last inhabited.  Ultimately, 

we hope, through exterior and interior renovation, to restore them to historical integrity.  The great challenge lies in 

Coast Guard and State Historical Preservation Commission requirements that restoration to the extent possible 

duplicate Squirrel Point's original design and materials.  

 

A preliminary estimate for the cost of exterior restoration is $200,000.  Our financial strategy hinges on raising 

$100,000 from non-profit organizations and private donations, then applying in June 2016 for a six-figure, one-for-one 

matching Federal grant under the U.S. National Maritime Heritage Program.  We have been fortunate to receive (just in 

time for Christmas) a $20,000 grant from Maineôs Davis Family Foundation, plus a like amount in the form of several 

generous donations from CSP members.  So we are not too far from halfway to our intermediate goal.   

 

The tentative work-plan for 2016 includes (i) repainting the light tower, and (ii) replacing the rotten sill of the 

barn/workshop.    

 

Meanwhile, CSP is updating and extending its membership list.  We are not a dues-paying organization, but do rely on 

volunteer efforts, from brush-clearing on up.  Moreover, a burgeoning membership should reflect well on CSP with 

potential funders.  All Arrowsic and other lighthouse/outdoor aficionados who would like to aid the cause of securing 

SPLôs future are warmly invited to contact:  Roman Wasilewski, Chairman, Citizens for Squirrel Point, 

romansaw@hotmail.com, 207-443-2423. CSP website:  http://www.squirrelpoint.org/. 

 

back to top                                                -- Submitted by Roman Wasilewski, with photographs by Lucy Hull 

 

Arrowsic Accolades: Friends of Doubling Point Light   

 

The Friends of the Doubling Point Light received an award for the preservation and restoration of this Arrowsic 

treasure from the Sagadahoc Preservation Society at its 2015 annual meeting.  

 

back to top              -- Submitted by Jim Spencer 

 

Coastal Community Stewardship Guide: Photographs Needed   

 

A new tool will soon be available to help residents of four Maine communities take care of their properties in ways that 

protect the local environment. This tool, a stewardship guide for coastal communities booklet, is the work of a 

collaboration between the Conservation Commissions of Arrowsic, Georgetown, Phippsburg, and Westport Island, and 

the Kennebec Estuary Land Trust. This guide will highlight how actions in yards, gardens, and homes can impact local 

resources and will detail practices people can use to protect the drinking water, coastal waters, habitat, and unique 

places in their communities. The booklets will include pages and resources specific to each of the four towns. Each 

household in the four towns will receive a copy of the booklet early this summer and each Commission will make it 

available on their townôs website. 

 

mailto:romansaw@hotmail.com
http://www.squirrelpoint.org/
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Pictures are needed to help these booklets feature places in each of 

the four towns. Project partners are looking for photographs that 

showcase the special places of Arrowsic, Georgetown, Phippsburg, 

and Westport Island.  

 

If you have high resolution images that you are willing to have 

included, please contact Phine Ewing at (207) 443-9795 or 

phineewing@gmail.com. 

 

ñThis booklet will give the residents of our coastal communities the 

information they need to keep nutrients and polluted runoff from 

reaching our waters,ò said KELT Water Quality Project 

Coordinator Ruth Indrick, who has been working with several of the communities to improve water quality and restore 

clam flats. Indrick went on to say, ñKeeping the coastal ecosystems healthy is important for clammers, lobstermen, and 

all of those who live, work, and play in this amazing area.ò  

 

Paul Schlein, editor of the new guide, would like to express his thanks that this project has been funded by the Maine 

Outdoor Heritage Fund (MOHF). Support of the MOHF makes design and color printing of these booklets for the 

residents of the four communities possible.  

 

The Maine Outdoor Heritage Fund conserves wildlife and open spaces through the sale of instant, scratch lottery 

tickets. With proceeds from ticket sales, grants are awarded twice a year, totaling approximately $700,000 annually. It 

is the Moose Moolah ticket this year. For more information about the program go to 

http://www.maine.gov/dacf/about/commissioners/outdoor_heritage_fund/index.shtml. 

 

(Photo, above right: Overlooking the natural serenity of a spring sunset, one of the Kennebec River Range Light towers 

stands on the shore of Fiddler Reach in Arrowsic. Photograph by Michael Kreindler) 

 

back to top                                                                --Submitted by the Conservation Commission 

 

Shellfish Conservation Committee: Water Quality  at Squirrel Point    

 

[Note from Lisa Margonelli: Arrowsicôs clams have famously fragile shells. Both recreational and commercial diggers 

must take special care not to break them when digging. Why is this? One story is that wood sawdust in the sediment 

(left over from the tidal mill  days) somehow keeps shells thin. Another explanation is that Arrowsicôs river water is 

relatively fresh, acidic, and thus low in calcium (while sea water is saltier, less acidic and therefore holds more 

dissolved calcium). This past fall Ruth Indrick of the Kennebec Estuary Land Trust and Dr. Michîle LaVigneôs Marine 

Biogeochemistry class from Bowdoin College sampled water at three clam flats in the Kennebec River estuary, 

including Arrowsicôs Squirrel Point. Their findings suggest that the story of Arrowsicôs clam shells is more 

complicated than either of the stories weôve been telling ourselves. The following article about the research was written 

for The Arrow by student Nicole Smith.]    

 

This past fall Bowdoin Marine Biogeochemistry students visited Squirrel Point, 

Atkins Bay and Wyman Bay clam flats to measure water conditions. Students spent 

one afternoon at each site measuring temperature, salinity, pH, dissolved oxygen, 

chlorophyll, alkalinity, and aragonite saturation state (aragonite is a calcium 

carbonate complex that allows clams to build their shells). They also collected an 

average of 15 clams from each flat to observe the quality of their shells. The goal 

of this data collection was to analyze how the biogeochemical conditions varied 

along the salinity gradient made by the mixing of river and seawater.  Squirrel 

Point in Arrowsic was the northernmost clam flat, with significant freshwater and 

sediment (primarily sand) input from the Kennebec and Androscoggin rivers, so it 

was assumed to be the least saline.  

 

Bowdoin students Dana Bloch and 

James Pan. 

mailto:phineewing@gmail.com
http://www.maine.gov/dacf/about/commissioners/outdoor_heritage_fund/index.shtml

















