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Recollections: The Ladies Auxiliary of theArrowsic Fire Department e ———e— S

During the war years (World War 2) most of the men of Arrowsic worked out of town, mostly at Bath Iron Works.
left the island towmwith almost no men during the day. The women had to learn to make do without their men unti
they returned.

The ladies had learned how to handle a grass fire by helping burn fields of grass with the men. If a fire got out of
control during the day whendhmen were at work, the ladies were on it almost immediately.

The Ladies Auxiliary of the Arrowsic Fire Department was formed. (The Fire Department was not yet formed.) Tt
shows you that the ladies were in favor of a Fire Department.

Some of the Ladies said they had served on committ
suggested we ban men from thadiesAuxiliary. There was @&o vote for allowing men in our committee. (There was
only one man who asked to join.h& Firemen and all the other men in town were plenty willing to help the Ladies

raise money for the Fire Department.

To get more water at a fire scene we, the Auxiliary, bought an old oil truck, and the men replaced the pump and
The work was done biyne mechanically inclined in the department. Then we bought an old fire truck from
Georgetown, and we were in business.



Hugh Eisenhaur took the back seat out of a Volkswagen Beetle to make room for the Indian Pumps and tools. Ti
helped get the water blainto the woods.

He also donated the lot for the Fire House. Most of the labor was donated to build it.

George Stafford was a volunteer fireman at the Bath Iron Works and was aware when B.l.W. was upgrading in tl
department so could buy the discaeins for little or nothing.

Early on, Arrowsic hired its fire protection from
the cost of fire protection by fighting some of the fires ourselves; the bigger towns would fold up @mdeganal let
Arrowsic clean up after a fire as soon as our department learned the ropes.

I, Milly Stafford, came to town in January 1943. 'V
get that until fall of 1946.

The old Arrowsit Woolwich bridge that connected Georgetown and Arrowsic to the mainland was starting to sho\
age ad was open to one lane of traffic at a time, and people were starting to complain. We got a new bridge in a
position in 1952.
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We moved the Town Hall from

down on Old Stage Road by the
church up to its present location in
1949. “yen

The Auxiliary heldsquare dances,
card parties, Halloween parties at
the Hall, and rented it out for
private parties and so forth. The
Hall was so much handier up here
[on Rt. 127] than it was down on
the Old Stage Road with its narro
crooked, dirt road.

Besides raising oney and fighting
fires, the members of the Auxiliary
made luncheons for the firemen o
fires. Then there was the plane
crash. And the Ladies turned out *
with luncheons for the whole crew.” I
The Ladies Aux. looked for the twoSs
men who went down with the planez#
We looked on the island, for we
didndét know for
went in the Kennebec. If the men
were on the land, they might be
alive. When the search went to the
Kennebec, the Ladies joined the
firemen in dragging for the bodies
from small boats.
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Air view of Kemebec River and Spinney Mill, September 22, 1968.
Dragging operation for missing plane with two aboard, Joey Lawrence
Neil Robchaud

back to top -- Submitted by Mildred Staffordlrown Historian
To read Mill yds st ocandgee alargehversionofithe phbtagrigihowy pledsé go g

to: http://arrowsic.org/history/milhkkennebeaomplete.pdf



http://arrowsic.org/history/milly-kennebec-complete.pdf

Historical Record: Moving the Town Hall == e — =

While looking through an old scrapbook of local news clippings, Michael Kreindler discoveesticde regarding
moving the town &ll in 1949, as recollected above by Milly Stafford.

ARROWSIC'S OLD TOWN
HALL SOON TO HAVE
A REAL NEW LOOK

Moved To New Location Is
Undergoing Many Changes
And Being Modernized

A dream is being realized by
the residents of the town of Ar-|
{rowsic and before long the old
|{town hall is going to look like
{the new town hall. The hall was
{moved on Dec. 2 from its old lo-
(cation, where it had been the
town seat of government for
more than 100 years on the old
State road.

Several bees have been held |
by the men of the town in doing|
the necessary labor, with the ex-
ception of moving of the hall,
which was done by an experi-
enced mover of buildings. Add-
ing their bit to help, the women
have furnished sandwiches, cof-
fee and doughnuts, which have
been hugely enjoyed by the men.

A new cellar was dug and the
hall was placed on it. In addi-
tion to the main hall which is
22 feet by 38 feet, at the rear of
the building, a kitchen has been
attached and that measures 12
feet by 22 feet, Very soon there
will be another get together and
the walls of this room will be
erected, and later when the
weather is suitable the roofing
will be put on. The main hall
|has been newly reroofed.

The entire structure will re- 2
ceive a coat of paint and elec- . . A .
tric lights will be installed. AlMillert el  ing Foxds story wi
Grounds will be beautified when
Spring arrives. 1

The hall now sits just to the
south of the Arrowsic school-|
house, and will afford appropri-
ate room for school graduations,
as well as a fine place for the
P.T.A. meetings and social gath-
erings. The ladies of the town
plan to serve suppers and pro-
mote  enteffainments with a
view fo helping pay for the ex-
pense of the project.

This is an example -of what
concentrated community spirit
can do and it is very gratifying
to the entire town to know that
they will be able to hold town
meeting in the new hall this
Spring. ‘ |

In the past the school gradua-
tions have been held in the
schoolhouse and because of its
size guests had to be limited.
Now there will be an opportuni-
ty to invite more friends. At this
time the school is filled, to its
capacity with' children of the
Jtown. BRI T L : ) :
| - Pressing cider at the Fall Festival.

back to top



2015 Fall Festival: A Big Success mmmmme—e———————

This year the Fall Festival was on an afternoon in early November. It was a sup™ s /i,
sunny, nice Sunday. We all had a great time. There were a ton of awesome actiga
such as the great idea of the apple press, the super cool, huge Jenga and so m
more. There were crafts to do like plakpugh making, bird houses and bird feeder
and the stamping was great! Mr. Miller told a story about a silly fox. Both kids a

adults where cracking up! :

Thecommunityall pitchedin with bringingsnacksl madesomebrownies.There
weresomesugarcookies pretzelschipsandpopcorn!My family andl broughtcorn
hole (thebeanbagtossgame) KathleenMary wasdoingblood pressurescreenings,
therewasa slackline, andevena photobooth! We hopeto seeyou nextyear!

-- Submittedby HazelSmith,age 10

brotherAvery (plus Scarecrows)

A big ATHANK YOUOto everyone who came out to support Arrowstcl
Festival this yearTo those of you who hosted an activity, thank you for
supplying the necessary materials, creativity, and good will to make the
afternoon a success. To those of you who arrived as guests, thank you for gi
us your time, attentim and welcome participation to make it all worthwhite.

an area where neighbors are spread out, it was lovely to come together and
celebrate our special community.

back to top --The Arrowsic Education Committee

The Arrowsic EducationCommittee

Squirrel Point Light : Update onFunding for Upkeep and Preservationm—m—m—mme———mms——— s

Many Arrowsic residents hike the sometimes rough-malié
trail from the end of Bald Head Road to Squirrel Point
Lighthouse (SPL). SPL is one of four navigational aids dating
back to 1898 along the Kennebec'snile stretch from Popham
to Bath. SPL ands sister lights at Perkins Island (visible
downriver), the Kennebec River Range Lights and Doubling
Point Light (three to four miles upriver), were built from the
same master plan and originally had identical Victosghe
keepers' quarters, boathossend frame barns. SPL's keepers |
used the landing across the river in Phippsburg as their prima
point of access. The light was fully automated in 1979, when g&
fifth-order Fresnel lens, now at the museum at Portland Head
Light, was replaced by a modheoptic. In 2008, the light's powe:
was converted from electric to solar, and its foghorn, renderec®
obsolete by modern GPS equipment, was disconnected

Listed on the National Historic Register in 1988, Squirrel Point has long been a popular spot fostlghithouse

enthusiasts and historians, but for artists, photographers, striper fishermen, clammers, hikers, birdwatchers, kay:
and picnickers. In 1996, following enactment of the Maine Lights Program, SPL was transferred by the U.S. Coe
Guardto a private organization, Squirrel Point Associates (SPA), under a deed requiring that the property be use
public benefit and maintained according to provisions of the National Historic Preservation Act. In 2002; our non
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profit preservation grouCitizens for Squirrel Point (CSPfjled suit

in Federal Court to activate the reversion clause in Squirrel Point's
deed on the grounds that SPA had failed to honor these requireme
The Court ruled in CSP's favor in 2005, and ownership of SPL
reverted © the Coast Guard. There followed an interim stewardshig
by the Chewonki Foundation. As of 2016, the Coast Guard remain
. the property owner, but has granted CSP a new-epdad license to
"provid(e) ingress and egress to the site for the benefit of the
public...and all purposes consistent with the repair and maintenanc
of the facility."

CSP's mission is to safeguard the Squirrel Point Light facility and

! M grounds and public enjoyment thereof. Our urgent priority is to
stablllze the structures Whld:tave suffered contlnual neglect in the decades since SPL was last inhabited. Ultimat
we hopethrough exterior and interior renovatido restore them to historical integrity. The great challenge lies in
Coast Guard and State Historical Preservallommission requirements that restoration to the extent possible
duplicate Squirrel Point's original design and materials.

A preliminary estimate for the cost of exterior restoration is $200,000. Our financial strategy hinges on raising
$100,000 from nie-profit organizations and private donations, then applying in June 2016 fofigusix onefor-one
matching Federal grant under the U.S. National Maritime Heritage Program. We have been fortunate to receive
time for Christmas) a $20,000 grdnt o m Mai ne 6 s D a v jphus aHikemmount in theofarm af severalo
generous donations from CSP members. So we are not too far from halfway to our intermediate goal.

The tentative worplan for 2016 includes (i) repainting the light tonend (ii) replacing the rotten sill of the
barn/workshop.

Meanwhile, GGPis updating and extending its membership list. We are not apdy@sy organization, but do rely on
volunteer efforts, from brustlearing on up. Moreover, a burgeoning meminershould reflect well on CSP with
potential funders. All Arrowsic and other lighthouse/outdoor aficionados who would like to aid the cause of secu
SPL6s future are warmly invited to contact: Ro man
romansaw@hotmail.con207-443-2423. CSP websitehttp://www.squirrelpoint.org/

back to top -- Submitted by Roman Wasilewskvith photographs by Lucy Hull

Arrowsic Accolades: Friends of Doubling Point Light mememTm m—————————— =

The Friends of the Doubling Point Light received an award for the preservation and restoration of this Arrowsic
treasure from the Sagaldoc Preservation Society at its 2015 annual meeting.

back to top -- Submitted by Jinspencer

Coastal Community Stewardship Guide Photographs Needetmem—m————m=s————]——— 0=

A new tool will soon be available to help residents of four Maine communities take care of their properties in way
protect the local environment. This tool, a stewardship guide for coastal communities booklet, is the work of a
collaboration betweerné Conservation Commissions of Arrowsic, Georgetown, Phippsburg, and Wésgatfand
the Kennebec Estuary Land Trust. This guide will highlight how actions in yards, gardens, and homes can impac
resources and will detail practices people cantagrotect the drinking water, coastal waters, habitat, and unique
places in their communities. The booklets will include pages and resources specific to each of the four towns. Ec
household in the four towns will receive a copy of the booklet eadystmmer and each Commission will make it
avail able on their townds website.


mailto:romansaw@hotmail.com
http://www.squirrelpoint.org/

Pictures are needed to help these booklets feature places in eai
the four towns. Project partners are looking for photographs tha

showcase the special places of Arrowsic, Georgetown, Phippsb
and Westport Island.

If you have high resolution images that you are willing to have
included, please contact Phine Ewing at (207)9435 or
phineewing@gmail.com

AThis booklet will give t hee
information they need to keep nutrients and polluted runoff fro
reaching our waters, o said K 0]
Coordinator Ruth Indrick, who has been working with several of the communities to improve water quality and re
clam flats. Indrickwe nt on t o say, fiKeeping the coastal ecosy
al |l of those who Iive, work, and play in this amaz

Paul Schlein, editor of the new guide, would like to express his thanks that this projee¢hdsnded by the Maine
Outdoor Heritage Fund (MOHF). Support of the MOHF malessign and color printing of these booklets for the
residents of the four communitipsssible.

The Maine Outdoor Heritage Fund conserves wildlife and open spaces thneiggiiet of instant, scratch lottery
tickets. With proceeds from ticket sales, grants are awarded twice a year, totaling approximately $700,000 annui:
is the Moose Moolah ticket this year. For more information about the program go to
http://www.maine.gov/dacf/about/commissioners/outdoor_heritage_fund/index.shtml

(Photq aboveright: Overlooking the natural serenity of a spring sunset, one of the Kennebec River Range Light tc
stands on the shore of Fiddler Reach in Arrowsic. Photograph by Michael Kreindler)

back to top --Submitted by the Conservation Commission
Shellfish Conservation Committee: Water Quality at Squirrel Point —mmmmm—me—m—————————

[Note from LisaMargonellt Ar r o wadamshd@vefamouslyfragile shells.Both recreationahndcommercialdiggers
musttakespecialcarenot to breakthemwhendigging.Why is this?Onestoryis thatwood sawdusin the sediment

(left overfrom thetidal mill days)somehowkeepsshellsthin. Anotherexplanations thatA r r o wrs/er wafess
relativelyfresh,acidic,andthuslow in calcium(while seawateris saltier,lessacidicandthereforenoldsmore
dissolvedcalcium).This pastfall Ruth Indrick of the Kennebed&EstuaryLand Trustand Dr. MichileL a Vi gMa®né s
Biogeochemistrelassfrom Bowdoin Collegesamplel waterat threeclamflats in the Kennebe®iver estuary,
includingA r r o wSqguircel®aint. Theirfindingssuggesthatthestoryof Ar r o wdamshéllsis more
complicaedthaneitherof thestoriesw e 6 beentelling ourselvesThefollowing articleaboutthe researclwaswritten
for TheArrow by studentNicole Smith.]

This pastfall Bowdoin Marine Biogeochemistrygtudentssisited SquirrelPoint,

Atkins Bay andWymanBay clamflats to measuravaterconditions.Studentspent
oneafternoomat eachsite measuringemperaturesalinity, pH, dissolvedoxygen,
chlorophyll,alkalinity, andaragonitesaturatiorstate(aragonitas a calcium
carbonateomplexthatallows clamsto build their shells).Theyalsocollectedan

averageof 15 clamsfrom eachflat to observethe quality of their shells.Thegoal

of this datacollectionwasto analyzehow the biogeochemicatonditionsvaried

alongthe salinity gradientmadeby the mixing of river andseawater.Squirrel

Pointin Arrowsic wasthe northernmostlamflat, with significantfreshwaterand
sedimen{primarily sand)input from the Kennebe@andAndroscoggirrivers soit  gowdoinstudentDanaBloch and
wasassumedo betheleastsaline. JamesPan


mailto:phineewing@gmail.com
http://www.maine.gov/dacf/about/commissioners/outdoor_heritage_fund/index.shtml

























