ARROWSIC FISH COMMISSION
26 JUNE 2025
TOWN HALL 6 P.M.
MINUTES

PRESENT:

Karen Robbins, Chair
Jeff Pinette, Deputy Fish Warden for Field Work
Angel Braestrup
Vince Capone, Alternate
Wendy Van Dyke, Alternate
Jack Witham


I. Welcome and Call to Order: The Chair called the meeting to order at 6:05 p.m.

II. Minutes: The minutes of the March meeting were approved as presented by unanimous consent.

III. Public Comment: There were no members of the public present.

IV. Report on outcome of Town Meeting: It was noted that the Fish Commission-related warrants passed unanimously at the Town Meeting.  It included the amendments  to the founding ordinance for the Fish Commission that the Commission approved in February 2025 and recommended to the town. It also includes the budget request of $1000 for the upcoming year.

Barbara Boyce, Town Clerk, swore in the two new Alternates Vince Capone and Wendy Van Dyke. Jack Witham and Angel Braestrup were sworn in to serve a three-year term on the Commission. Jeff Pinette remains the Deputy Fish Warden for Field Work. Mike McMahon remains Deputy Fish Warden. 

	Commissioner
	Current Term Ending

	Karen Robbins, Chair
	August 1, 2027

	Jack Witham
	August 1, 2028

	Angel Braestrup
	August 1, 2028

	Mike McMahon
	August 1, 2026

	Jeff Pinette
	August 1, 2026

	Vince Capone (Alternate)
	August 1, 2028

	Wendy Van Dyke (Alternate)
	August 1, 2028



It was noted that some updates to the website will be needed.

V. Sewall Creek Project update: The Chair provided an update on the Sewall Creek fish passage restoration project. 

A site walk that included Karen, Jack, Jeff, and Laura Hatfield of SWCA was conducted on the 11th of June. Laura is a botanical specialist and was there to provide insights about adaptive strategies that might be incorporated into the restoration work. 

Design of the project: Mike Brown of the DMR supports a section by section restoration with each section’s work being tailored to the best solution for that section.

The picture posts are in: One looks north from the culvert; the second looks west, and the third is down at the bend [better description needed?]. The goal remains to monitor vegetation growth year round to inform passage restoration and management decisions.

Other monitoring: At the time of the meeting, the depth station was not yet installed.
Conductivity meters have been installed at Doug Ware’s float; the outlet of the culvert; and in Sewall Pond.
The eDNA project has, to date, has not provided data about the diversity of species known to be present. It was agreed that no additional testing would be done if the second round did not indicate a reason for the third.

VI. Summer Monitoring Protocol: The focus of the summer protocol is to monitor juveniles leaving the pond, including collecting samples. Such data helps DMR inform the overall Kennebec fishery recovery plan. It was agreed that the Chair would send an email to the volunteer list to engage others in the outgoing monitoring process and to encourage photo taking from the three posts. 

VII. November Meeting Date:  November 13th at 6 p.m. at Town Hall. 

VIII. Adjournment occurred by unanimous consent shortly after 7 p.m.
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