ARROWSIC FISH COMMISSION
MINUTES
22 JANUARY 2026
Arrowsic Town Hall at 6 p.m

Present: 
Karen Robbins, Chair
Jeff Pinette, Deputy Fish Warden
Jack Witham
Angel Braestrup
Vince Capone, Alternate
Wendy Van Dyke, Alternate
Missed: Mike McMahon, Deputy Fish Warden

I. Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 6:05 p.m.

II. November Minutes: A motion to approve the minutes of the November meeting was made, seconded, and approved by unanimous consent.

III. Public Comment: There were no members of the public present.

IV. Prep for 2026 Monitoring Season: Karen discussed the upcoming in-migration monitoring season, the submission of the volunteers list, and the likely celebrational harvest to be held around the second weekend of May. Jeff confirmed that basic repairs on the trap would be completed as needed. Angel affirmed the availability of the barn for staging the equipment for the fish counts again this year.

V. State of the Stream Restoration Project: Exploration continues of the options available to restore and enhance passage for fish in the creek as it flows from the west side of the culvert and down past the old fish way and into the marsh. After the late summer/fall drought conditions, there continues to be particular concern about the outmigration of juvenile alewives. Nearby property owners remain supportive and positive. Funding is always an issue.

VI. Review of 2025 Data Returned So far: Various kinds of data loggers and related monitoring are in place. A new depth monitoring array has been installed on the Back River (the solar array is on the bridge to Georgetown). The conductivity monitoring indicated pulses of higher salinity congruent with the tides. The eDNA testing results will be forthcoming. Likewise we hope to see the results of the state DMR’s analysis of the scale samples from 2025’s fish count soon. 

VII. Land Acknowledgement: Karen Robbins is continuing her research into history of the lands and waters in Arrowsic as they were inhabited and managed by indigenous peoples as proposed and approved at the November meeting.

VIII. Other business: There was a brief discussion of the options likely to be presented for the Spinney Mill Road culverts when that report is finalized—and its potential effect on stream flow. The WFC Arrow article will be submitted in time for the next issue.

IX.      Next Meeting: The next meeting will be March 26th at 6 p.m. at Town Hall. 

X. Adjournment: The meeting adjourned just before 7 p.m. by unanimous consent.
